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RECEPTION HONORS UM FRIENDS IN THE BITTERROOT 
MISSOULA -
University o f Montana friends and alumni living in the Bitterroot Valley will be honored 
during a reception Thursday, Oct. 15, in Hamilton.
A UM delegation will pay special tribute to avid Grizzly boosters Chuck and Niki 
Davidson Shonkwiler of Hamilton during the 5:30-6:30 p.m. reception at First Federal Savings 
and Loan. The public is invited for complimentary snacks; a no-host bar will be offered.
In addition, the Shonkwilers and all Bitterroot Valley fans will be recognized during the 
Montana Grizzlies’ football game against the Northern Arizona Lumberjacks at Washington- 
Grizzly Stadium on Saturday, Oct. 17.
During Thursday’s reception, the Shonkwilers will receive UM’s Community Service 
Award for their support of campus and volunteer work in Hamilton. The two are active in 
Bitterroot Kiwanis, volunteering their time to the organization’s youth soccer and basketball 
programs.
Chuck, a UM alumnus and president of Ravalli County Bank, serves as treasurer of the 
Bitterroot Chapter of the Grizzly Athletic Association and is a member of the Silvertip GAA. In 
his spare time, he referees junior high school football.
Niki, an assistant varsity girls’ basketball coach at Hamilton High School, has strong 
Grizzly ties as well. She is the daughter of Hugh Davidson, a former Grizzly football coach and 
current scout for the Denver Broncos. The Shonkwiler’s daughter, Holli, is a UM sophomore.
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Niki volunteers her time to help the Hamilton Players Theater, Habitat for Humanity and the 
American Cancer Society. She also serves on the board of the Ravalli County D.A.R.E. program.
The Bitterroot Valley is the fifth stop on UM’s statewide Community Days tour, which 
was revived this year after a 10-year hiatus. Receptions are held to honor Grizzly fans in their 
communities before each home game.
Bill Johnston, executive director of the UM Alumni Association, said the event was 
revived as a way to “recognize and thank people across Montana for their support o f UM.”
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